
Chapter	18:	Law	and	the	10	
Commandments	



OPENING PRAYER

O God, who founded all the 
commands of your sacred Law upon 
love of you and and of our neighbor, 
grant that, by keeping your precepts, 
we may merit to attain eternal life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



OPENING SCRIPTURE: EXODUS 20:1-20

• Please open your Bible to Exodus 20:1-20 



CHAPTER 18: LAW AND THE 10 COMMANDMENTS 

Key points from video 
• Law gives shape to the pursuit of the good.
• Law is an ordination (an ordering, ordinance, or determination) of reason for the common 

good made and promulgated (or made known) by one who has care of the community. 
• The eternal law accounts for how all created things proceed from God and return to him.
• Natural law is man’s participation in the eternal law working at the level of his his 

inclinations to secure what is true and good. 
• Human law extends and applies the natural law in a particular time and place.
• Divine law is divided between the Old Law, which governed the life of the people of Israel, 

and the New Law, which is the very grace of the Holy Spirit given by Jesus Christ.
• The Ten Commandments concern man’s relation to God and to neighbor; failure to 

observe the Ten Commandments often leads to mortal sin. 



WISDOM OF THE SAINTS 

Love is the eternal law whereby the 
universe was created and is ruled. Since all 
things are ordered in measure and number 
and weight, nothing is left outside the real 
of law, that universal law cannot itself be 
without a law, which is itself. So love 
thought it did not create itself, does surely
govern itself by its own decree. – St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux 



CHAPTER 18: DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Which of the laws described is all-encompassing? In what sense 
does it include all other laws?

2. What does it mean to say that we are governed by the natural law?
Where is this law inscribed? How does one gain access to it? (See 
CCC 1954, 1955, and 1960).

3. How do we understand the difference between mortal and venial sins?
See CCC 2072 and 1855. 

4. What is the Old Law, and in what sense is it helpful or saving? What is 
the New Law, and in what sense is it helpful or saving? See CCC 1963-
1965.



FROM THE CATECHISM 

The moral law is the work of divine Wisdom. Its 
biblical meaning can be defined as fatherly 
instruction, God's pedagogy. It prescribes for man the 
ways, the rules of conduct that lead to the promised 
beatitude; it proscribes the ways of evil which turn 
him away from God and his love. It is at once firm in 
its precepts and, in its promises, worthy of love.– CCC 
1813 



CHAPTER 18: LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
1. What is your attitude toward civil law? Does that, perhaps, color your

bearing toward Church law, specifically the Church’s moral teachings? 
2. Can you point to a time when you had a profound experience of right 

and wrong, when you senses the natural law in the marrow of your 
bones?

3. We said that the New Law of grace actually justifies, which is to say that
it eventually makes your good. Have you, perhaps, ceased to hope for 
improvement in your life? What can you reasonably expect in the way 
of conversion as you come under the sway of this New Law? 



FROM ST. POPE JOHN PAUL II 

Only God can answer the question about the good, because he is the 
Good. But God has already given an answer to this question: he did so 
by creating man and ordering him with wisdom and love to his final end, 
through the law which is inscribed in his heart. – Veritatis Splendor, no. 
12 



CHAPTER 18: 
KEY TERMS 

Key Terms

• Law: An ordination (an ordering, ordinance, or determination) of reason for the common 
good made and promulgated (or made known) by one who has care for the community. 

• Natural law: The moral law inscribed in the heart and known by human reason. It is at 
work in man’s tendency to know the true and love the good, enabling him to “discern by 
reason the good and the evil, the truth and the lie” (CCC 1954). It’s most fundamental 
precept is: “Do good and avoid evil.” 

• Mortal sin: A grave offense against the law of God that kills the divine life (charity/love) in 
the soul of the sinner, thus driving out sanctifying grace. It constitutes a turn away from 
God, loving something created more than doing what God asks of us. For a sin to be 
mortal, three conditions must be present: it must involve something serious (grave 
matter), you must have full knowledge that the act is wrong, and you must give free 
consent of your will. 

• Venial sin: AN act that fails to observe the necessary rule or order in lesser matters but 
does not destroy the divine life of charity in the soul. Venial sins can be pardoned without 
sacramental confession, but it is strongly recommended to confess them on a regular 
basis. 

• New (Evangelical) Law: The New Covenant established by God in Jesus Christ to succeed 
and perfect the Old Covenant. It is the perfection of the divine law. It is, most properly, the 
very grace of the Holy Spirit poured into the heart of man. 



CLOSING SCRIPTURE 
JEREMIAH 31:31-33

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people.



CLOSING PRAYER

O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and eternal God, deign to
direct and sanctify today our hearts and bodies in your law
and in the works of your commandments; that, by your help
here in eternity, we may always merit to be saved. Through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  


